
Burmese Alphabet 

က  k ခ  k' ဂ  g ဃ  g' င  ng 

စ  s ဆ  s' ဇ  z ဈ  z' ည  ny ( ဉ  )  

ဋ  t ဌ  t' ဍ  d ဎ  d' ဏ  n 

တ  t ထ  t' ဒ  d ဓ  d' န  n 

ပ  p ဖ  p' ဗ  b ဘ  b' မ  m 

ယ  y ရ  y, r လ  l ဝ  w သ  th 

ဟ  h ဠ  l အ  ' 
  

ဃ(g'), ဈ(z'), ဋ(t), ဌ(t'), ဍ(d), ဎ(d'), ဏ(n), ဓ(d'), ဠ(l) are mainly used for Pali words. 

For stacked consonants, no vowel is pronounced between them, eg ကမȪာ kamb'a.  

The virama ◌ ်suppresses the inherent vowel of the consonant, e.g. ကက် kak.  
◌ ံgives a nasalised /-n/ final. 

◌ƪ is a superscripted miniature version of င,် giving a nasalized /-in/ final. 

Vowels 

creaky 
tone 

က 

ka 

က ိ

ki 

ကǽ 
ku 

ေက ့

ke 

ကိǽ ့ 
ko 

ကဲ ့
kei 

ေကာ ့

kau 

low 
tone 

ကာ 

kā 

က ီ

kī 

ကǾ 
kū 

ေက 

kē 

ကိǽ 
kō 

ကယ ်

keī  

ေကာ် 
kaū  

high 
tone 

ကား 
ka: 

ကးီ 
ki: 

ကǾး
ku:

ေကး 
ke:

ကိǽး
ko:

က ဲ

kei: 

ေကာ 

kau:



Initial Vowels 
creaky low creaky low low low high 

ဣ  i ဤ  i ဥ  u ဦ  u ဧ  e ဪ  o ဩ  o: 

◌ါ  "tall a" is used instead of "◌ာ" in some letters to avoid confusion with က, တ, ဘ, 

ဟ, အ.  ေခȆ (shown here with ခ) is sometimes used instead of "ေ◌◌ာ◌"် to avoid 

similar confusion. 

◌ျ _y Usually used on က ခ ဂ ဃ င ပ ဖ ဗ မ လ သ, eg. မျ my, မȂ mhy, မȁ 
myw, မȅ mhyw. ကျ , ချ , ဂျ , သȂ and လȂ  are pronounced ch, ch', zh, sh, 

sh. 

ြ◌ 
_y Usually used on က ခ ဂ ဃ င ပ ဖ ဗ မ, eg. ြမ my, ြမˁ mhy, Ǣမ myw, ြမ ́

mhyw.  ƭက , ြခ , ြဂ , ြင are pronounced ch, ch', zh, ny. 

◌ ွ
_w  မ ွ mw, မ Ȅ mwh 

◌Ǻ  _h Used only in ငǺ (ngh) , ညˁ/ဉ ˁ(nyh) , ǳǺ (nh) , မǺ (mh) , လǺ (lh) , ဝǺ (wh) . ယǺ , 
ǹǺ = sh. 

 

မဂƪလာပါ 
min-ga-la-ba = hello 

ေနေကာငး်လား 
ne-kaung-la? = How are you? 

ဟǽတတ်ယ် 
hut-dei = yes 

မဟǽတဘ်Ǿး 
ma-hut-b'u = no 

ေကျးဇǾးတငပ်ါတယ် 
che-zu tin-ba-dei = thank you

တဆတိေ်လာက် 
ta-s'it-laut = excuse me 

ဝမ်းနပဲါတယ ်
wan-nei-ba-dei = sorry 

သာွးေတာမ့ယ ်
twa toe mei = goodbye 

နားမလညပ်ါဘǾး 
namaley-ba-b'u = I don't understand 

ြပနေ်ြပာပါအံǽး 
pyan-p'ya-ba-un = Please say that again 

 


