
Mnemonics for US Presidents 
 

 

1. Washing a 1-ton weight (George Washington) to remember Washington 

 

2. Adam and Eve (John Adams). Adam and Eve were the first 2 people. 

 

3. Jet (Thomas Jefferson). The word ‘jet’ has 3 letters, and Jefferson has 3 syllables. 

 

4. Madison Square in New York (James Madison). A square has 4 sides to remember 
that he is the fourth president.  

 

5. Marilyn Monroe’s Star (James Monroe). A star has 5 points. 

 

6. Queen See Adam (John Quincy Adams). The letter Q looks like the number 6. 

 

7. Michael Jackson (Andrew Jackson). Michael Jackson leans forward like the number 
‘7’ when he dances. The word ‘Jackson’ has 7 letters. 

 
8. Bureau with 8 drawers (Martin Van Buren). The name ‘Van Buren’ has 8 letters. 

 

9. Hairy Son (William Harrison). Imagine a hairy son searching through the bureau. 

 

10. A Tiler laying 10 tiles (John Tyler). 

 

11. 2 sticks (James Knox Polk). The 2 sticks look like the number ‘11’ and can be used 
to poke. 

 
12. A Tailor sewing 12 buttons (Zachary Taylor). Remember ‘Tiler poked Tailor’ to 
remember the 3 presidents in order. 

 
13. Fill More (Millard Fillmore). He wanted to fill more than a dozen cups, i.e. 13 cups. 

 
14. Pierce (Franklin Pierce). The digit 4 pierced through the digit 1. 

 
15. Cannon (James Buchanan). The cannon forms the number ‘15’. 

 
16. Log Cabin made from 16 logs (Abraham Lincoln). Lincoln was born in a log cabin. 

 

17. Johnson (Andrew Johnson). Both famous assassinated presidents, Lincoln and 
Kennedy, were succeeded by men named Johnson. The word ‘Johnson’ has 7 letters. 

 

18. Grant (Ulysses Grant). 18-year olds are granted the rights to vote and drive. 

 
19. Hay (Rutherford Hayes). Imagine the pitchfork and hay looking like the number 
‘19’. 

 
20. Garfield the Cat (James Garfield). Imagine Garfield the cat weighing 20 kilograms. 

 

21. King Arthur (Chester Arthur). Imagine King Arthur forming the number ‘2’ and 
the sword Excalibur forming the number ‘1’. 
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22. Cleaver (Stephen Grover Cleveland). A cleaver cuts things into 2 halves, to 
remember 22. 

 

23. Hairy Son between 2 Cleavers (Benjamin Harrison) 

2 4 
24. Cleaver (Stephen Grover Cleveland). Using a cleaver 2 times will cut things into 
quarters, to remember 24. 
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25. Mountaineer on Mt McKinley (William McKinley). Imagine that he is a quarter-
century old, i.e. 25 years old. 

 

26. Teddy Bear with a Letter of the Alphabet (Theodore Roosevelt). There are 26 letters 
in the alphabet. 

T aft 27. T aft (William Taft). He came ‘aft’er ‘T’ (Teddy Roosevelt). 

 

28. Mahjong 8 bamboos (Thomas Woodrow Wilson). The 8 bamboos Mahjong tile 
looks like the 2 W's in 'Woodrow Wilson' and 'World War I'.  

 

29. (Warren Harding). You have to be hardy to survive the Depression of ’29. 

COO 30. (John Calvin Coolidge). The letters ‘COO’ look like 3 ‘0’, to remember 30. 

 

31. (Herbert Hoover). During the Depression, people live in shanty towns called 
‘Hooverville’. 

 

32. (Franklin D Roosevelt). FDR ‘rose’ to the occasion to lead the U.S through the 
Depression and World War II. 

 

33. (Harry Truman). The words ‘tru’ and ‘man’ has 3 letters each. 

 

34. I Like Ike (Dwight Eisenhower). The word ‘Ike’ has 3 letters and the word ‘like’ 
has 4 letters. 

 
35. JFK Candy (John F Kennedy). ‘John F’ has 5 letters and ‘Kennedy’ has 7 letters. 5  
7 = 35. 

 

36. (Lyndon B Johnson). Both famous assassinated presidents, Lincoln and Kennedy, 
were succeeded by men named Johnson. 

 
37. Next On (Richard Nixon). Nixon resigned and said ‘Next!’. 

 

38. Fort (Gerald Ford). After Nixon resigned, Ford has to hold the ‘fort’.  

 

39. Peanut Farmer (Jimmy Carter). Imagine peanuts curved like the number ‘39’. 

 

40. Berlin Wall (Ronald Reagan). Ronald Reagan asked Gorbachev to tear down the 
Berlin Wall. The Berlin Wall surrounded West Berlin on 4 sides like a ‘0’.  

 

41. B.U.S.H. (George Bush). He joined the navy after Japan attacked Pearl Harbour in 
1941. The U.S. invaded Iraq to ‘Beat Up Saddam Hussein’.  

 

42. Clinton hiding between 2 Bushes (Bill Clinton).  

 

43. B.U.S.H. (George W Bush). He finished his father’s job to ‘Beat Up Saddam 
Hussein’. 

 

44. (Barack Obama). He studied for 4 years in Indonesia to remember that he is the 44th 
President. 

 

45. (Donald Trump). The word Trump has 5 letters to remember that he is the 45th 
President. 
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